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About the Scholar: 
Laura is investigating how herpes viruses evade the immune system in order to establish life-long 
infections in humans and monkeys. She works on the human herpes virus named Kaposi’s sarcoma 
associated herpes virus, and the monkey version of this virus, rhesus rhadinovirus. Laura is investigating 
specific proteins made by these viruses, which mimic human proteins that are involved in the immune 
system.  By understanding how these viruses are able to modify the host immune system, she hopes to 
discover novel targets for treating persistent herpes infections. Laura spends her time outside of the lab 
hiking or playing disc golf with her husband, Shawn, and their Australian shepherd, Stella.  
 
Benefits to Society: 
Herpes viruses are renowned for their ability to produce life-long infections. Kaposi’s Sarcoma associated 
herpes virus (also known as KSHV) does not produce any symptoms in healthy individuals, however that 
changes if the immune system is compromised.  KSHV infection causes several types of cancer in 
immune compromised individuals such as organ transplant patients and AIDS patients. Treatments for 
KSHV and all herpes viruses are very limited, and there are no cures. By researching how these viruses 
infect humans and evade the immune system we hope to identify new ways to treat or cure the infection. 
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Biology Honors in Research, Portland State University 
Graduated cum laude, Portland State University 
Virology Training Grant (T32 AI074494) 
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