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About the Scholar:

Nora researches pain by recording the electrical activity of neurons in the brain stem of
rats. She is exploring the effect of light on pain, specifically how and when it
exacerbates pain. The neurons she records from in the brain stem are known to
respond to pain in a specific way, and recently it has been shown that they respond to
light similarly. Nora wants to know why these pain cells are responding to light, and
whether this light response is relevant to disease.

Benefits to Society:
This could have treatment implications for conditions such as traumatic brain injury or
fibromyalgia.
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