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About the Scholar: 
Hailey is an interdisciplinary student working with Oregon State University’s colleges of computer science, 
forestry, and applied economics with an emphasis on policy analysis. Her current work is designed to 
answer difficult questions about wildfire policies, including the economic costs and benefits of letting fires 
burn, and the expected outcome, both economically and ecologically, of new policies about beneficial 
wildfires on America’s forests. Hailey’s research is part of a national effort to find new ways of thinking 
about fire management, containment, and use.  
 
Benefits to Society: 
Every year, the US Forest Service spends more and more money on the suppression of wildfires in our 
national and state forests. It is estimated that more than half of this year’s Forest Service budget will be 
spent on suppression activities alone. At the same time, the prevalence of record-breaking unstoppable 
fires is on the rise. Questions about how our forests have become so vulnerable to large fires in the first 
place have given way to a search for solutions for reducing the frequency of catastrophic fires. Hailey’s 
research is part of a national effort to find new ways of thinking about fire management, containment, and 
use. The computer programs she is writing will hopefully play an important role in our ongoing scientific, 
political, and public debate about wildfire.  
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